Medicare and Medicaid programs; surety bond requirements for home health agencies--HCFA. Final rule.
This final rule revises several provisions of an earlier final rule concerning surety bond requirements published in the Federal Register on January 5, 1998 (63 FR 292). This rule also establishes the surety bond submission compliance data, as described in a notice of intent and in a final rule concerning surety bond requirements published in the Federal Register on March 4, 1998 (63 FR 10730 and 10732). The March 4 documents advised the public that we intended to make technical revisions to the January 5, 1998 final rule and extend the February 27, 1998 compliance date for all home health agencies (HHAs) to furnish a surety bond to HCFA and/or the State Medicaid agency, or both, until 60 days after the date of publication of this final rule. In this rule, for Medicare-participating HHAs, we are establishing a new compliance date to submit a surety bond that is 60 days after the date of publication of this final rule. For Medicaid-participating HHAs, we are establishing a new compliance date to furnish a surety bond that is a date established by the State Medicaid agency up to 120 days after the date of publication of this final rule. We are also responding to comments we received in response to the January 5, 1998 final rule that pertain to the technical revisions we discussed in our March 4, 1998 notice. It is our intention to respond to all comments not addressed herein in a future Federal Register document. This final rule revision does not change the beginning date of the term the initial surety bond is to cover, that is, January 1, 1998.